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to bring aid to his suzerain by breaking through the
chain of Berbers, who were skirmishing round the
ranks, and keeping him from the decisive struggle.
On his side; taking advantage of the count's bold
move, Suleiman had also given the word to charge,
and there was as terrible and bloody a m$lee as in the
centre. Riding at the head of his warriors, and serving
as a mark for all the hostile archers, the too-daring
Garcia almost immediately fell beneath their arrows.
The Castillians were left without a leader, and falling
back on the bank of the Tormes, guarded their dying
count in the midst of their ranks ; but they were in a
position where their retreat was cut off. They were
shut in on all sides. Whilst Suleiman's Berbers occu-
pied the ground where the battle had been fought,
Al Mansour's Arabs returned from the pursuit of the
Leonese and shut them in from above ; so that the
Castilians were enclosed in a half-circle of enemies,
with the river behind them; nor could they even try
to cross it, for the Moslem infantry, who had been left
to guard the camp, had no sooner seen the result of
the battle than they had hurried to line the opposite
bank of the stream.
Al Mansour made«a sign to restrain his troops, who,
flushed with slaughter, were about to overwhelm "the
last remains of the Christian army. He wished to
spare so many men's lives ; and instead of watering-
the earth with so much generous blood, to supply
strong hands for his various works, his fields, his
ships, his mines, and monuments. A herald was sent
to summon the Castilians to yield on the promise
that their lives should be spared. Al Mansour stood on
a rising ground, and watched his messenger approach

